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OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

CP 200721: Country 

Programme 

Jul 15 - 

Jun 18 
148,859 16,149,474 

1,601,649 10% 3,608,505  

Germany through 

Multilateral fund; 

private donors 

*October – March 2016 

Summary of WFP assistance: WFP has been providing assistance to children enrolled in primary school, 

to orphans and vulnerable children, people living with HIV and vulnerable populations affected by 

emergencies such as floods, droughts, and the high food price crisis.  

Through a successful school feeding programme, WFP, with its government counterparts, has been 

establishing school canteens in specifically targeted districts where food insecurity persists and net 

enrolment is particularly low. Students in the targeted schools are provided with a daily hot meal. The 

programme aims to increase enrolment and attendance rates, the ratio of girls to boys enrolled in the 

schools, and reduce dropout rates. This contributes to the achievement of universal primary education and 

Millennium Development Goals 1, 2 and 3. WFP promotes community ownership of the canteens.  

WFP has also been providing assistance and relief to vulnerable populations affected by flooding throughout 

the country. Heavy seasonal rains and the rising waters of the Niger River in August 2012 had a critical 

impact on the northern regions of the country, causing severe flooding and affecting over 50,000 people in 

the northern communes of Karimama and Malanville. WFP aimed to improve the nutritional status of the 

most affected people, through activities including blanket supplementary feeding for children under 5, and 

increasing local communities' resilience. 

Each year, WFP Benin receives from the port of Cotonou about 40,000 mt of food assistance destined for 

Niger, Burkina Faso and Mali. In 2012, WFP launched a Special Operation to increase logistics capacity for 

food transits in response to the Sahel crisis. Working alongside other regional states, WFP led in efforts to 

enhance the corridor's effectiveness in channelling food and other assistance directed to hinterland countries 

including countries affected by Ebola.  

 
 

  

WFP’s Benin Country Strategy (CS) 2014-2018 
highlights the overall objective to support the 
Government of Benin to achieve the Zero Hunger 
Challenge. WFP will contribute to this objective through 
promotion of three pillars: (i) Strengthen food security 
through livelihood assets promotion; (ii) Support 
human capital development and (iii) Reinforce national 
capacity for sustainable emergency preparedness and 
response. 
The Country Programme, developed from the CS, for 
2015-2018, will focus on three components: (1) multi-
sectoral approach of school feeding, (2) nutritional 
support and (3) resilience. The last two components 
will be implemented in the convergence zones of the 
Benin UNDAF. WFP has been present in Benin since 
1964. 

 

WFP school meals. Photo © WFP/Jennifer Byrne 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 
PARTNERSHIPS 

WFP works in collaboration with government partners throughout the implementation of the Country 
Programme. School feeding activities are mainly conducted in partnership with the Ministry of Education 
through the Directorate of School Feeding, and the Ministry of Planning and Development. Nutrition 
component involves the Ministry of Health while the resilience component will be implemented together with 
local authorities and NGOs.   

Within the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), WFP Benin contributes to four of 
its six goals which are: increasing income and food security; improve health including nutrition; basic 
education and finally, adaptation to climate change. To that end, and in addition to the one mentioned 
previously, joint projects in the field of nutrition and school garden are under preparation respectively with 
UNICEF and FAO. 

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND 

Classified as a Least Developed Country and Low Income Food 
Deficit Country, Benin is ranked 165 out of 187 countries on 
the 2014 UNDP Human Development Report with more than a 
third of the population living below the poverty line.  
Bordering Nigeria and Niger in the East, Togo in the West and 
Burkina Faso in the North, it has a population about 10 million, 
predominantly rural, composed of 51.2 percent women and 
17.4 percent children under 5. Over 36 percent of the 
population remains poor and life expectancy is 59.2 years and 
the population growth rate is 3.2 percent, among the highest 
in Africa. 
  
Although agriculture is the economy's key sector, structural 
and natural disaster issues negatively affect food security, 
nutrition and trade balance. Successive years of natural 
disasters, floods and drought and the consequence of the 
global financial crisis and high food prices left the most 
vulnerable population in a critical situation, mainly in the lean 
season. A Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability 
Analysis conducted in 2013 estimates that 11 percent of the 
population is moderate and severely food insecure and 34 percent have limited or poor food consumption. 
According to the most recent Integrated Modular Survey on Household Living Conditions results (EMICoV, 
2011), 32 percent of children aged 6 to 59 months suffer from chronic malnutrition. The HIV prevalence 
among adults is 1.2 percent according to UNAIDS (2013).  
 
Although the national net enrolment rate is 98 percent (99.6 percent for boys and 96.3 percent for girls) 
according to 2013 statistics, they still have several rural districts with net enrolment rates below 60 percent, 
especially in the Northern part of the country. Moreover, the repetition rate (11.6%), the dropout rate 
(13.7%) and the primary school completion rate (76.8%) remain major challenges if Benin wants to achieve 
the Universal Education. 
 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 Thanks to a substantial multilateral contribution, WFP has been 
working on the preparation and implementation of the Country 
programme 2015-2018. Targeted schools have been identified and 
assessed along with the government counterparts. Procedures to 
purchase commodities have been launched to allow the first 
distribution to start in November.  

 

 WFP has issued the first Food Security Monitoring System (FSMS) 
bulletin for the regions of Karimama and Malanvile considered as 
being among the most vulnerable districts. The FSMS will allow local 
and national authorities to have regular updated information and 
take preventive actions regarding food security. 

 
 Upon a request from the Government, a mission from the Capacity 

for Disaster Reduction Initiative (CADRI) assessed the capacities of 
authorities at local and national levels to reduce the risks of disasters. 
The outcomes of this assessment will be used to develop a plan to 
strengthen the capacities of the Government.   

 

The contribution requirements 
stipulate a strict time period for 
project implementation. This 
poses challenges in areas such 
as food purchases.  
 

 

   

http://www.wfp.org/countries/benin

